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SUBJ: U.S. TROOP WITHDRAWALS 

1 . PRIME MINISTER KHUKRIT PRAMOT IS QUOTED IN THE APRIL 15 
EDITIONS OE THE BANGKOK POST AND THE NATION AS SAYING THAT 
THE RTG WILL PROCEED WITH ITS TARGET OF HAVING ALL 

US FORCES WITHDRAWN WITHIN A YEAR BECAUSE HE CANNOT SEE THAT 
THEIR PRESENCE OR THEIR DEPARTURE WILL CHANGE THE SITUATION 
HERE. KHUKRIT ADDED THAT NEGOTIATIONS ARE ALREADY UNDERWAY 
BETWEEN THE THAI AND AMERICAN GOVERNMENTS IN WASHINGTON. 

2. COMMENT: THE RTG IS UNDER DAILY PRESSURE EROM THE THAI 
PRESS TO ACCOUNT FOR PROGRESS IN EOLLOWING UP THE RTG'S 
ORIGINAL POLICY STATEMENT TO REMOVE ALL AMERICAN TROOPS 
PROM THAILAND WITHIN A YEAR'S TIME. HE RTG IS WAITING FOR 

US TO SET THE DATE.KHUKRIT'S ASSERTION THAT NEGOTIATIONS ARE 
UNDER WAY IN WASHINGTON WAS PRESUMABLY MOTIVATED BY A WISH TO GET 
THE PRESS OFP HIS BACK. 

3. SHOULD THE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN BE ASKED IP THE 
THAI EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON HAS RAISED THIS SUBJECT, WE 
HOPE THAT THE RESPONSE WILL BE COUCHED IN TERMS WHICH 
WILL AVOID ANY EBARRASSMENT TO PRIME MINISTER KHUKRIT 
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AND MINIMIZE PURTHER PRESS SPECULATION IN BANGKOK. 
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